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The phrase “yet more light” originated in Pastor 
John Robinson’s sermon sending the Pilgrims off 
to the colonies, in which he stated the belief that 
God does not reveal God’s whole truth to any 
one person in any one point in history, and that 
we must continually be open to  hearing the new 
things God is saying to us through the Word.

Our HistoryOur History
More Light Presbyterians traces its history 
through two distinct pathways, the
earliest is through a sign held up at
Presbyterian General Assembly in
1974 by the Rev. David Sindt: 
“is anyone else out there gay?”
That sign led to That sign led to the formation of
Presbyterians for Gay Concerns,
which later became Presbyterians for
Lesbian and Gay Concerns.
The second is after the 1978 Presbyterian
ruling that openly LGBTQ people could join 
and participate in Presbyterian churches,
but not serve in obut not serve in official leadership of the church. 
Several Presbyterian churches took issue with this 
ruling and declared themselves to be “More 
Light” Churches because there was “yet more 
light to shine forth on the scriptures” on the role 
of LGBTQIA+ people in the church. Years later,  
in 1992, the two groups merged to form More 
Light Light Presbyterians as a non-profit organization.

Churches become more light for a variety of 
reasons. For some this is a moral and ethical 
issue; for others it is deeply personal. For some, it 
is a matter of being faithful to the Gospel, being 
a welcoming church that allows no barriers to 
membership and service that are not essential to 
faith. For others it is a justice concern, a stand for 
inclusion and equainclusion and equality. For many it is a pastoral 
care concern for LGBTQIA+ adults, youth, 
children, and their families and friends. Some
           churches become More Light to honor our

reformed theology and tradition. Each
congregation, each session, pastor 
and church staff, must discern their 
own paths and know with certainty 
“why” they want and need to take this 
step of faith. 

Because of our polity, it is necessary for the 
Session of a church to decide and recommend to 
a congregation that they become known as a 
“More Light” Presbyterian Church and affiliate 
with the national organization, More Light 
Presbyterians. Clergy and staff should and can 
assist in the process of discernment, education, 
decision, and pdecision, and proclamation. And, it is the Session 
that makes the decision. 
This decision is not to be brought to a 
congregational vote; that is not our polity. 
Moreover, it is not wise to have congregational 
members voting on one another – this is about 
persons and families within every congregation. 

For additional resources, guidance, and a free 
tool-kit to help you in the process please

contact us at: hello@mlp.org. 
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