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The New York Avenue 
Presbyterian Church 
CREDO 
Expressing God’s Love, Engaging in God’s Justice

VISION
Following Christ into places of brokenness and joy, 
NYAPC will do justice, treat all with kindness and 
mercy, and walk humbly with God.

MISSION
The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church is a 
community of faith in the heart of Washington D.C., 
furthering God’s transforming work, challenging the 
powerful, standing with the oppressed, lifting up the 
broken-hearted, and making God’s love and justice 
visible by welcoming and loving all.

AFFILIATIONS
The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church is a 
member of the National Capital Presbytery in the 
Presbyterian Church (USA), as well as part of More 
Light Presbyterians, the Covenant Network of Pres-
byterians, and the Washington Interfaith Network, 
an affiliate of the Industrial Areas Foundation,  
the oldest and largest national, institution-based,  
community organizing network in the United States. 

HISTORY
The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church grew 
out of the union of two churches in 1859: F Street 
Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church and 
Second Presbyterian Church. It has been a thriving 
congregation for generations.

The church, just blocks from the White House, has 
welcomed presidents (including Abraham Lincoln), 

cabinet secretaries, and members of Congress over 
its many years in downtown Washington, D.C. One of 
NYAPC’s famed pastors was the Rev. Peter Marshall, 
who also served as chaplain of the U.S. Senate. His 
life was chronicled by his widow Catherine Marshall, 
in the best-selling book, A Man Called Peter.

NYAPC has been on the front line of movements 
for social justice and civil rights in Washington, 
D.C., and across the nation. During the civil rights 
movement, several lay leaders at NYAPC became 
involved in the voter registration drives in Selma, 
Alabama in January 1965, and were later joined in 
these efforts by the Rev. George Docherty and the 
Rev. Jack McClendon. Several NYAPC members 
and clergy participated in the subsequent March 
9 “Minister’s March to Montgomery.” In February 
1968, the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. preached one 
of his final sermons from the NYAPC pulpit at the 
second rally of Clergy and Laymen Concerned 
about Vietnam. NYAPC’s commitment to civil rights 
continued by serving as the information center of 
the headquarters of the Poor People’s March in 
spring 1968 and as the church supported Vietnam 
War protesters into the 1970s.

The church extended its radical hospitality to home-
less people in the 1980s. This hospitality continues 
today as the Radcliffe Room Ministry and through  
the Downtown Day Services Center. Outreach and 
support for those protesting for justice continues 
to this day as well, as does NYAPC’s long-standing 
tutoring program and numerous other ministries.

The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church has 
both a vibrant history and a bright future.

https://thepresbytery.org/
https://www.pcusa.org/
https://mlp.org/about-us/
https://mlp.org/about-us/
https://covnetpres.org/about-cnp/
https://covnetpres.org/about-cnp/
https://www.windc-iaf.org/
https://www.industrialareasfoundation.org/
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Our Core Values
As a congregation, we uphold five core values that 
drive our spirituality and ministries: radical hospi-
tality, foundational worship, nurturing community, 
prophetic witness, and joyful stewardship.

RADICAL HOSPITALITY
We embody radical hospitality. We offer God’s 
inclusive welcome, inspired by Jesus’ ministry and 
empowered by God’s Spirit to provide all a safe 
place and a spiritual home.

Community Club
Community Club’s 50-year ministry pairs students 
from Washington, D.C., public and charter schools 
with adult volunteers for one-on-one mentoring. 
Each student discovers another adult in his/her/
their life who cares enough to spend an hour each 
week helping him/her/them succeed in school. 
Consistency in meeting each week fosters the 
growth of trusting friendships, and doing home-
work in a room full of other teenagers provides 
positive models that may exist nowhere else in a 
student’s experience.

7-2-9 Club
The 7-2-9 Club began on Valentine’s Day 1979  
as a socialization program for those recovering 
from serious mental illness and has continued  
for decades, as NYAPC members and volun- 
teers engage with guests from Saint Elizabeths 
Hospital and share refreshments, games, and 
occasional programs. 

Welcoming Protesters
The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church has  
provided hospitality to visitors and residents 
attending presidential inaugurations and participat-
ing in protests for climate action, racial justice, and 
more. We have provided overnight space for groups 
of protesters and offered hospitality in the form of 
restrooms, snacks, a place to warm up or cool off, 
and phone-charging locations. Some of our protest 
support has included:

• Solidarity Day March of the Poor People’s 
Campaign – Religion News

• George Floyd Killing Protest – DCist

• Moral Witness Wednesday –  WordAndWay

• Al Sharpton March –  Washingtonian

• Juneteeth Rally –  WAMU

Downtown Day Services Center
In 2019, the New York Avenue Presbyterian 
Church partnered with the Downtown Business 
Improvement District (BID) and the city to open 
a groundbreaking center for people experiencing 
homelessness. The basement level of the church 
has been transformed into a drop-in center that 
provides, on weekdays, a single point of access to 
an array of services, such as job placement, social 
worker support, SNAP and other food programs,  
as well as showers and laundry facilities.

https://www.nyapc.org/community-club/
https://dbh.dc.gov/page/saint-elizabeths-hospital
https://dbh.dc.gov/page/saint-elizabeths-hospital
https://religionnews.com/2020/06/11/historic-protest-photos/
https://dcist.com/story/20/06/05/open-your-lobby-dc-protests-theaters-churches-shelter-water-rest/
https://wordandway.org/2019/06/15/faith-leaders-rally-against-trump-at-white-house/
https://www.washingtonian.com/2020/08/27/map-where-you-can-find-bathrooms-during-al-sharptons-march-on-washington/
https://wamu.org/story/20/06/16/juneteenth-black-lives-matter-protest-rallies-dc-md-va/
https://www.nyapc.org/downtown-day-services-center/
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Radcliffe Room
For more than 30 years, NYAPC has offered a 
Sunday morning ministry of food and fellowship for 
guests experiencing homelessness. Guests enjoy 
bagels, coffee, juice, and refreshments. They sing 
hymns together and have access to our clothing 
closet. Our Radcliffe Room ministry continues to 
offer ministry, shelter, and refreshments on Sundays, 
even after the Downtown Day Services Center  
has opened.

Board of Deacons
The Deacons coordinate the outreach, social 
education, and action ministries of NYAPC, including 
Community Club, Radcliffe Room, 7-2-9, our Kenya 
Partnership, and our cooperative partnership with 
the Downtown Cluster of Congregations and 
Washington Interfaith Network. 

The New York Avenue  
Educational Foundation
The mission of the New York Avenue Educational 
Foundation (NYAEF), founded as a nonprofit 
501(c)3 organization in 1984, is to be a catalyst 
for educational advancement for youth in need 
throughout Washington, D.C. NYAEF provides 
grants to outstanding organizations within the city 
engaged with youth in the city. A principal, long-
standing recipient is Community Club, one of the 
oldest tutoring programs in the Washington, D.C., 
area, having operated continuously since 1962.

Multifaith Location
NYAPC hosts the Jewish High Holiday celebrations 
of Fabrangen Havurah. These services, which are 
free and open to all, annually draw hundreds from in 
and around the city.

FOUNDATIONAL WORSHIP
We practice foundational worship. We gather 
to praise God, just as we are, amidst the brokenness  
of the world, seeking to be transformed by the  
Word and inspired by the Spirit to bear God’s love 
and justice. 

“Magi Church”
NYAPC is a “Magi Church,” deeply committed to 
the just application of faith to life, open discourse, 
and intellectual curiosity. Our congregation is 
highly educated and engaged in a variety of ongoing 
programs that challenge our assumptions and enrich 
our community of faith. The church welcomes 
guest preachers and theologians to speak on topics 
relevant to the intersection of faith and our public 
lives such as “Faith and the Election,” criminal justice 
reform, and the meaning of discipleship in the 
modern context. 

High-impact Preaching
It’s not surprising that NYAPC also has a rich 
history of high-impact preaching that is intellectually 
stimulating and grounded in theological scholarship 
and understanding. Our congregation yearns for 
preaching that is deeply personal and provides 
insight into what God has called us to do in service 
to others. 

At NYAPC, our members view preaching as a 
form of pastoral care that nourishes the spirit 
and encourages further study and reflection. It 
is not uncommon for congregants to linger after 
service—both in person and in our new virtual 
environment—to continue the dialogue that  
began at the pulpit but inspires us and compels  
us to action. 

https://www.nyapc.org/radcliffe-room/
https://www.nyaef.org/
https://www.nyaef.org/
https://www.fabrangen.org/
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Music Program
The music program is valued by many at NYAPC, 
whether or not they participate directly in it. A 
large part of our 2007 Capital Campaign went 
to the purchase of a new organ. We employ four 
choral associates who supplement the volunteer 
Sanctuary (adult) Choir. Due to the increasing 
number of young children and youth in our church 
in recent years, a youth choir and children’s 
choir have participated in worship several times 
a year, led by one of our choral associates. Music 
at NYAPC includes a varied repertoire, and the 
Sanctuary Choir typically presents two major 
works each year with organ, brass, strings and 
other instruments. The selections range from 
traditional 17th through 20th century church 
music, to gospel, jazz, contemporary church music, 
and recently commissioned works. Our choirs have 
become adept at singing in languages other than 
English and Latin in an effort to reflect and share 
the rich cultural diversity of our city. 

NURTURING COMMUNITY
We create a nurturing community. We care 
for one another as God cares for us—growing in 
our faith; nurturing deep, lasting friendships; feeding 
each other’s spirits; and reaching out to neighbors 
near and far. 

New Members Classes
In these classes, prospective and current members 
share our faith stories so far. We learn about the 
Reformed tradition and see how that tradition 
works itself out in the life and witness of the  
New York Avenue congregation. We consider how 
we might practice our faith in our everyday lives. 
Classes form as there is interest.

Sunday School Programs for  
Children and Youth
Our vibrant Sunday School programs serve a large 
and growing group of children and youth. This fall, 
for example, our Children’s Sunday School and 
Youth Sunday School classes are spending time with 
stories that connect us with God’s Creation, the 
earth around us. Our Sunday school classes are 
currently meeting online via Zoom, ages preschool 
through high school.

Adult Sunday School Classes
Adult Christian education classes are currently 
being held virtually during the pandemic; one to 
two classes are offered weekly via Zoom. One 
recent class focuses on “Discipleship in Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John.” This class examines different 
perspectives on the concept of “discipleship” 
illustrated by each of the Gospel writers. In 
another class, Mike McCurry, director of the 
Center for Public Theology at Wesley Seminary and 
former press secretary for President Bill Clinton, 
led two classes talking about the election and what 
it means, looking at the question, “Where do we go 
from here?” and the role churches can play.

McClendon Scholar-in-Residence 
Program
The McClendon Scholar Program brings scholars 
and thought leaders to Washington to share their 
learning, wisdom and insight about how the church 
can be more effective in its work for social justice. 
Established through the generosity of the late Rev. 
Dr. Jack E. McClendon, the program grew out of  
Dr. McClendon’s insight that justice, service and 
action can only be sustained when a community 
works to deepen its faith and grapples with the 
profound issues of the day. Since its founding in 

https://www.nyapc.org/mcclendon-sir/
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2006, we have hosted some of the most preeminent 
scholars, theologians and authors in the country, 
including: Walter Brueggmann, James Cone, E.J. 
Dionne, Taylor Branch, Ellen Davis, Bryan Stevenson, 
Ron White, Kelly Brown Douglas, Sr. Simone 
Campbell, Sen. Chris Coons, Raphael Warnock, 
and Peter Wehner. Recent programs have included: 
James Forman, Jr., professor, Yale Law School, and 
author of Locking Up Our Own: Crime and Punishment 
in Black America; Karenna Gore, A Spiritual and 
Moral Response to the Climate Crisis; and Dr. Judy 
Fentress-Williams, Storytelling for Survival: The 
Hebrew Bible and Formative Stories.

Young Adults Group 
The Young Adults group at NYAPC is a group 
of over 30 people primarily in their 20s and 30s 
who gather for fellowship, study, and service 
events. Among other things, this small group offers 
opportunities for Bible study and theological 
education such as monthly “Faith on Tap” events. 
The Young Adults enjoy fellowship and social events 
(e.g., game nights, brunch, day outings). This group 
also hosts holiday celebrations like Easter brunch, 
Friendsgiving, and Christmas parties.

Parents Group
Our Parents Group is currently meeting every 
other Friday. This group invites parents to join 
in a time of sharing about various topics of 
particular interest to parents. The current topic of 
conversation invites parents to discuss how they are 
coping during the pandemic, as well as the tips, joys, 
and surprises they are discovering along the way.

Dinners for Nine
The Dinners for Nine program encourages 
members to get to know each other better in a 

small group setting by scheduling fellowship with 
different groups of nine (more or less), every two 
months for a potluck dinner at a member’s home. 
Dinners for Nine is currently meeting virtually  
via Zoom.

First Sunday FaithTalk 
These are “come as you are” discussions in mem-
bers’ homes (or online). One recent FaithTalk 
covered the topic of loss. Loss is all around us. Faith 
tells us a lot about how to make sense of our grief 
and sadness, but we don’t always talk about it in 
community. Faith Talk offers a discussion of how we 
are using faith to live through our losses, and how 
our experiences in the pandemic have changed our 
point of view. 

Prayer Groups
We currently have three weekly prayer groups 
meeting Tuesdays and Thursdays at 8:00 am and 
Sundays at 9:15 am to connect in liturgy and prayer 
with our faith community and leaders.

Community Book Study
This group meets every Thursday at 10:00 am  
and is currently discussing Caste:  The Origins of Our 
Discontents by Isabel Wilkerson, which examines the 
unspoken caste system that has shaped America. 

Presbyterian Women’s Circle
Meets monthly for a pastor-led Bible study and 
fellowship.

Coffee Fellowship
Members and visitors meet after worship to greet 
one another and catch up. Our coffee fellowship is 
currently taking place in Zoom “breakout rooms” 
following the Sunday morning worship service.

Congregational Sundays and  
All-Church Retreat
We host lively and popular intergenerational Sunday 
School events and activities on the fifth Sunday of 
the month (in months with five Sundays), and we 
hold an annual weekend-long all-church retreat at a 
rural conference center in the region to nurture our 
community of faith.

Diaconal Ministers 
Our Board of Diaconal Ministers is a Board of 
Deacons primarily focused on serving the congre-
gation through visits and calls to the sick, elderly, 
bereaved, those confined at home or living in nursing 
facilities, and those in trouble or in need of special 
care. They often deliver flowers and meals. They 
assist pastors and elders with communion, including 
special services and communion for the homebound.

PROPHETIC WITNESS
We engage in prophetic witness. We seek to 
be faithful to the justice-seeking God by witnessing 
against all that deforms God’s good creation so 
that we might be where God is at work bringing 
new life. NYAPC’s prophetic witness is fueled by 
our spiritual vitality, spiritual growth, location in 
Washington, D.C., and the desire to reshape our 
church to look more like our city.

Strong Commitment
We have engaged lay leadership, geographic diversity 
across the D.C.-Maryland-Virginia area, strong 
multi-generational congregational social ties, and 
steadfast commitment to social justice.
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Rich History
NYAPC has a rich history of prophetic witness 
beginning with our secession from the Church of 
Scotland in 1803. As the host of multiple presidents 
and the home church of President Abraham 
Lincoln’s church in the 1860s, NYAPC continued 
its presence in using the Word to guide the actions 
of our leaders through our opposition to the war 
in Vietnam, support for racial justice, and Christian 
witness for peace for Iraq.

Current Engagement
Today, NYAPC’s vibrant community supports local 
and national Black Lives Matter protests, vocally 
opposes the inhumane treatment of immigrants,  
and advocates for affordable housing and the 
eradication of systemic racism and poverty in the 
District of Columbia.

International Partnership
NYAPC has long-standing mission partnerships 
with churches in Havana, Cuba and Njoro, Kenya. 
NYAPC has had a sister relationship with First 
Presbyterian-Reformed Church of Havana, Cuba 
for more than twenty years, seeking to affirm and 
build the unity of the Presbyterian Church through 
mutual spiritual and cultural exchange. NYAPC has 
sent multiple missions to visit our partner church 
in Havana. NYAPC also supports the Njoro, Kenya, 
Orphan and Vulnerable Children (OVC) Program 
in partnership with the Njoro Presbyterian Church 
of East Africa (P.C.E.A.). This Saturday program 
provides needed food, clothing, shoes, school 
supplies, financial support, and educational and 
recreational programming to 35 children.

JOYFUL STEWARDSHIP
We live in joyful stewardship. We nourish and 
share our gifts from God’s abundance so we may 
move boldly forward in our common journey of 
faith. We have active volunteers, a 50% pledging rate, 
a legacy giving program, and investments. We are 
challenged with increasing financial needs, including 
support staff salaries, deferred building maintenance, 
and the cost of desired building renovations.

Opportunities & Challenges
Our church has the opportunity to grow our 
congregational stewardship and giving. While we 
recognize the importance of supporting NYAPC 
financially to enrich the life of our community, the 
church is challenged with increasing financial needs. 

Role as a Landlord
In addition to our partnership with the Downtown 
BID, NYAPC has worked to ensure our building is 
well-used throughout the week. We have a variety 
of tenants, including those with whom we have 
partnered for decades, like the McClendon Center, 
which uses our top floor on weekdays, and newer 
tenants, like Capital Clubhouse. 

Optimizing Structures and Funds 
Development
NYAPC has a strong history of planned giving, but 
it is working to focus and improve its planned giving 
while seeking creative and effective ways to secure 
the resources needed for its ministry to thrive. The 
church is also working to optimize its complicated 
accounting system.

https://www.nyapc.org/cuba-partnership/
https://www.nyapc.org/cuba-partnership/
https://www.nyapc.org/kenya-partnership/
https://www.nyapc.org/kenya-partnership/
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Our Finances
ASSETS AND ANNUAL  
OPERATING BUDGET
As of the end of 2019, NYAPC’s total net assets 
were $16,889,751. NYAPC’s net assets consist of 
its fixed assets (including the church building, land, 
and fixtures), endowment funds, non-endowment 
gifts with donor restrictions on use, accruals for 
pledges, unrestricted cash, and debt. In 2019, NYAPC 
had total revenues of $2,118,008 from pledges, 
individual contributions, contributions from the 
NYAEF, Community Club, and other organizations, 
building use revenue, and bequests. NYAPC’s total 
operating expenses in 2019 were $2,005,219. Due 
largely to the receipt of several large bequests in 
2019, NYAPC had net income of $112,789. However, 
if gifts restricted to capital expenditures that cannot 
be used for annual operating costs are removed, the 
church had an operating loss of $73,805 in 2019. 
NYAPC’s 2019 operating loss amounts to $298,805 
if all bequests received in 2019 are disregarded as 
operating revenue.

OUTLOOK
For decades, NYAPC has operated with annual 
expenses that exceed ordinary revenues and 
endowment draws. Until around five years ago, 
the annual operating deficit was generally offset by 
variable, but substantial, annual unrestricted bequest 
receipts and periodic capital campaigns. Over the 
past five years, revenue from those sources has 
not exceeded the annual operating deficit. Absent 
change, NYAPC expects to experience annual 
operating deficits for the foreseeable future.  A 
more detailed summary of NYAPC’s financial health 
is available on request by emailing pnc@nyapc.org.

mailto:pnc%40nyapc.org?subject=
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The Leader We Seek
At NYAPC, we are seeking a leader who can build 
on our history, help us envision our future, and lead 
us toward those goals. As we look forward, we seek 
some continuity with our past. Our ideal pastor 
will be a gifted preacher, who can draw on 
theological scholarship and provide us with practical 
examples and suggestions for living out our faith 
in our urban neighborhood. Throughout the 20th 
century, NYAPC has been committed to social 
justice ministries in our neighborhood and our 
nation. We seek a leader who is also committed 
to social justice, racial equality, and inclusivity, 
and a leader who will actively engage in those 
ministries with us.

The skillset we seek, which is vital to our future, 
may lead us in new directions. As we transition to a 
new senior pastor, we aspire for administrative 
leadership that can oversee a dedicated staff, 
committed lay leadership, and an aging building.  
We need someone who is committed to helping  
us achieve financial stability and can actively  
engage and collaborate with all of our resources 

(time, talent, and treasure) so that they can best 
serve our mission goals. As a congregation, we 
strive for increased spiritual vitality, and we 
hope to find a pastor who can explore with us the 
different facets of spiritual vitality and help us to 
grow personally and as a congregation in this area. 
We search for a pastor who can oversee and  
work with volunteers to provide a strong network 
of pastoral care for all congregants, regardless  
of age, affliction, or situation. We also seek  
someone who is attuned to and can lead us in the 
prophetic healing that will be necessary in a post-
pandemic world.

As a congregation, we are excited about wielding 
our resources to the best of our ability to make 
a difference in our world and our immediate 
community. We seek a leader who will work with 
our engaged lay leadership and volunteers, help us 
envision what is next for us, and serve as a  
servant leader as we move forward living out 
our Christian faith in a broken world.
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