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STAFF UPDATE

. A note from the Director of Engagement,
’ Claudia Aguilar Rubalcava

& The More Light Presbyterians board gathered in

« Chicago last month to do the hard work of giving

) vision and direction to our work. Part of this work
was revisiting the history of MLP congregations
since 1974, when the movement officially started. |
am always amazed by the love, courage, and
creativity that these churches showed.




They broke rules, defied un-loving structures, and swam upstream like salmon in
Alaska. The board and staff, inspired by this rich history, started dreaming of a
new definition of what it means to be a More Light congregation today. We will
work on this for the next several months, but whatever this definition is, | know it
will be somewhere along the lines of love, courage, and creativity.

It is because of this history that | know one day we will see our new mission and

vision fulfilled. Maybe not this year or this decade, but one day soon. Thanks be
to God.
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From Director of Operations,
Jesy Littlejohn

| am so thankful that More Light Presbyterians exists
in the world. October was National LGBTQIA+ History
Month, and MLP took the time to honor a few
amazing folks in our denomination’s history that have
moved the church and the world towards justice,
love, and inclusion. It was a joy to learn about their
impact on the world.

The list was by no means exhaustive and we know that many stories of our
Queer siblings, especially our BIPOC siblings, have gone untold. More Light
Presbyterians stands on the shoulders of those who paved the way before us.
We are committed to our mission of centering and celebrating the lives, gifts,
and leadership of our LGBTQIA+ siblings in the church and beyond. Your voice
is needed in the world, and we are devout in our promise to learn your stories
and share them.

| was particularly mindful of these stories, told and untold, as More Light
Presbyterians joined with Covenant Network of Presbyterians on October 30th
to co-host a Zoom webinar regarding polity amendments 24A and 24C, which
will come to Presbytery floors for voting starting this month. | was thankful for
the ways our organizations have worked together for decades to care for the
LGBTQIA+ community and push the church towards justice. We have come so
far, and there are times when it feels like we've barely moved. But as we
gathered this past week, | was struck with gratitude, because even if the
movement seems glacial | know we are not alone. | give thanks to God for the
network we have created.
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INTRODUCING OUR
NEW MORE LIGHT
PRESBYTERIAN
BOARD MEMBERS!
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Chris Crawford Rev. Addie Domske
He/Him She /Her
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Rev. Christopher Tweel Rev. Bethany Peerbolte
He/Him She /Her




Advent is Coming and We Need Your Help!
Help us co-write our Advent devotional - Last year,
the MLP board and staff put together a practical
devotional that included things you could do, read,
or watch to expand our love for our LGBTQIA+
siblings. This year, we want your ideas! What should
we be watching, reading, and doing? What are the
books, podcasts, songs, movies, and advocacy
opportunities we should be paying attention to?
Send an email to helloemlp.org with one idea! You
can see some examples below.

UPDATE YOUR COMMUNITY . FIND AND SUPPORT CHOOSE A HYMN YOU LOVE. Sy
OR CONGREGATION'S ¥ LGBTQIA+ OWNED " UPDATE THE LYRICS TO USE ~ §

WEBSITE TO CLEARLY BUSINESSES. SR EIEIET e
NON-GENDERED, NON-BINARY,

ANTIRACIST AND
GENERALLY INCLUSIVE.

STATE THAT LGBTQIA+
PEOPLE ARE WELCOME.




Our collective wisdom and knowledge can take us farther
than what we can do on our own. You can help us this month
in a few ways:

*Do you have pictures of your congregation being an awesome and
inclusive church? Keep them coming! Please email them to

helloemlp.org.

*We are trying to collect a list of all of our former board members to
create an MLP alumni group. Have you served on our board or do you
know someone who has served on our board? Send us an email or fill

out this form and someone will be in touch soon.

*Has your congregation paid dues this year? If not, you may submit
them here. Your dues help us do this work.



mailto:hello@mlp.org
mailto:hello@mlp.org
https://u41180583.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.pdl7ZvG2GmZDR7tEjFoWksqHctahTRwb9Fh-2BZ51eTIysvnJCnyVStIkkdk604m4FF3L3xArK3OCgrWnTqYdmJyH-2F85mubB9MPZZap-2F6AS7ql1U0MPjD0JbP8OnLO-2FrJKX2EwkfH4-2BRwRyE4Ncn0X-2Bx-2B9LejPLZRlX-2FEEpMHQ-2FyQ-3DXDMk_BebZuezS3VhqDx98Otg8WMifqOvCd7NJ98W-2Fk1RxvfApVtkruiBUEUijyIncl00d4HJRxxSASmdP6R5DLfde5mmESVwjrGopL96oiNgeUJdRvXldNIUzR8vtZYQlLOp7mVoKU9u-2FzYhFnwxFDLwPDvdjq2jMjC4Oo35UbveQWcsXHGucQYQ7G4AeVdKtydOnE-2Bpxpgk7lpu4yjf87-2FsklV2-2BWq17dnLQuFoHaShcCkB7j1Zaz2RcB6-2F0UAcHaHYeMHoCWZWPsaaSAxgqx-2B0-2FfGs-2Bvzv9NwsrE4jdNM54n-2F-2F-2FGQ9Eldz3k4TDGLK56gODQQODibnu-2FzrgAEHBYNMiyv6GJUmXSpAm4fds0LQNAex4wv47p1pM8aJr5LEVABGK
https://u41180583.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.pdl7ZvG2GmZDR7tEjFoWkiNUBElbV4HeUsdkvcC8OsUuzh-2FsUgyF2PXDxnD6-2FVZEp3wk2KoC-2BiPrGnbl3dkzHRnEacATnTAEp1GcJ3uG3kB-2Fct1AzLS0P-2Blh7Y0ku7BhBz5A_BebZuezS3VhqDx98Otg8WMifqOvCd7NJ98W-2Fk1RxvfApVtkruiBUEUijyIncl00d4HJRxxSASmdP6R5DLfde5mmESVwjrGopL96oiNgeUJdRvXldNIUzR8vtZYQlLOp7mVoKU9u-2FzYhFnwxFDLwPDvdjq2jMjC4Oo35UbveQWcsXHGucQYQ7G4AeVdKtydOnE-2Bpxpgk7lpu4yjf87-2FsklV2-2BWq17dnLQuFoHaShcCkCQOLpXQ83obTNwTzYjO-2BnDslKvmhWJ868GyM2QgfyVzDo8V8rhyZvhCY-2BYILHw8-2FhxG-2BDwtBdX5Qf39EwcWVipW43Uc6VK-2BrA3foD25d3tB7LW3bP6uZj5fLEkK4x4MNSD-2FPNIqUAgQY-2B3zK8cQYFM

GET YOUR MLP MERCH!

As we celebrate All Saints Day, we

David Sindt&

and those who are still among us. Bill Silver&

Check out one of our stickers honoring Jane Spahré&
those who have supported MLP and the Chris Glaser&
gifts and leadership of LGBTQIA+ folx in Tammy Lindahl&

the church and beyond. Martha Juillerat
Check out the link to the shop here and 1

recognize those who have gone before

stock up today! www.mlp.org

MORE LIGHT

PRESBYTERIANS

More Light Presbyterians’ mission is to center and celebrate the lives,
gifts, and leadership of LGBTQIA+ people in the Presbyterian Church
(USA) and beyond. We accomplish this by igniting the prophetic
witness of our ministry partners and by cultivating relationships rooted
in mutual accountability and care. Together, we journey toward God’s
promised liberation and flourishing for all creation.

Your gift helps to advance More Light Presbyterians center and
celebrate the lives, gifts and leadership of LGBTQIA+ people in

the PC(USA) and beyond! Click the link to donate today! Click
HERE to learn how you can donate today!

Our Contact Information
More Light Presbyterians (720) 288-0838
P.O. Box 735764

http://www.mlp.or
Chicago, IL 60673 P POTS



https://sites.google.com/mlp.org/tempsite/giving?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/mlp.org/tempsite/shop?authuser=0

